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 Neal N. Beaton is a partner of the Holland & Knight LLP law firm.  Holland & Knight is one of the ten largest law firms in the U.S., with offices in 25 cities.  Neal is the firmwide Co-Leader of the International and Cross Borders Transactions practice group.  He practices in the area of corporate and commercial transactions, intellectual property transactions, international trade and business immigration law.  He is experienced in mergers and acquisitions (particularly on behalf of non-U.S. parties); venture capital and minority investments; licensing, joint development and other technology agreements; joint ventures; distribution agreements; shareholder agreements; employment agreements; trademark and copyright protection; antitrust compliance; and corporate and visa planning.  He has been particularly active in representing Finnish and Japanese clients.  Among the transactions he has handled were the largest acquisition to date by a Japanese corporation outside Japan, over a dozen U.S. acquisitions by Finnish companies and numerous other transactions in the wireless equipment, biotech, pharmaceutical and other fields.
Neal is a member of the Association of the Bar of the City of New York, the American Bar Association (Section of Science and Technology), the International Bar Association (Section of Business Law, Committee on International Sales and Related Commercial Transactions) and the Inter-Pacific Bar Association (member of pre-formation Steering Committee). He is a director of the Finnish-American Chamber of Commerce in New York City. Prior to its combining with Holland & Knight in 2001, Neal spent his entire legal career with Gilbert, Segall and Young (one of the first two U.S. firms to have an office in Helsinki).  
Neal is the author of "Representing the Developer of Mass-Marketed Software," 28 The Practical Lawyer (1982) and "Acquisitions of United States Businesses by Foreign Persons," IAG International News (1990).  He has made presentations on: "U.S. Laws on Investing in Vietnam" at a symposium on investing in Vietnam sponsored by Gilbert, Segall and Young LLP and Tilleke & Gibbons Consultants Ltd. (1995); "Legal Aspects of VC Funding" for a Finnish Foreign Trade Association program (2000); and "Challenges and Opportunities of a Japanese-American Transaction" for AIJA, Cross-Border M & A Seminar (2000).  Neal was the U.S. M&A analyst on the www.legalmediagroup.com web site of the EuroMoney series of publications and published there: "Changes in U.S. Cross-border Reporting Requirements" (co-authored with John Dierking, April 2002); "Mergers and Acquisitions in 2002" (January 2002), reprinted in Aspen Law & Business; "Using the Tax-free Triangular C Reorganization for Foreign Acquisitions of U.S. Businesses" (co-authored with Mark Stone, October 2001) reprinted in 1 Tax Planning International Mergers & Acquisitions 3 (February 2002) BNA International Inc., London; and "IBP v. Tyson Foods: Specific Performance Awarded Under Merger Agreement" (August 2001).  In 2002, Neal moderated a panel on "Digital Rights Management" at the New York Software Industry Association Summit, spoke on "The New Era of Corporate Responsibility" in New York and made presentations on "U.S. Corporate Reforms and the European Company" in Oslo and Helsinki.
Neal received his bachelor's degree magna cum laude from Harvard College in 1975.  He was an Associate of the Center for International Affairs, a business editor of the Harvard Crimson, a recipient of the James Gordon Bennett prize for the leading political science thesis and an organizer of the Eliot House “Evening With Champions” skating show fund-raiser for the Jimmy Fund.  He earned his law degree cum laude in 1978 from Harvard Law School where he was a Finalist in the Ames Moot Court competition (upper level).
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